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Remembering Sean Kersey
Everyone’s life tells a story. Sean Kersey’s life was a 
story within a story. All who knew him remember his 
engaging, often funny stories. Sean was a master sto-
ry teller. He would take a small kernel of what some-
one said or something that was happening and spin 
it into a tale, walking an amazing line between fact 
and fiction. The stories always had accompanying 
hand gestures and facial expressions. Part of the story 
would always elicit a laugh. Sean had a gift for stories 
and a gift for connecting with people. 

Sean’s Richardson dorm friends built many memories 
that bring smiles. Hugh MacArthur related that Sean 
tried to teach him to drive stick shift. When they got 
pulled over during a driving session in Maine, Sean 
took great glee that the police officer described that 
they were exhibiting the behavior of someone who 
didn’t know how to drive. The jokes about this flowed 
for a long while. Hugh also reminisced about when 
Sean decided to become a martial arts expert.  His 

“practices” became a stressor for his friends.  When 
they’d walk into a room Sean would jump out from 
behind the furniture and yell, “Akido!!” and assume 
an attack position.  Friends immediately dove under 
beds to avoid whatever new lesson was at hand.

Sean lost his battle with pancreatic cancer on March 
30, 2017. Many people who Sean had touched gath-
ered to remember him on April 8, 2017, three days 
shy of his 52nd birthday. Sean’s stories came through 
in all the shared memories at the memorial. His Dart-
mouth friends remember him as very much part of 
the glue of a group of friends and he was a leader.  If 
you needed something, he’d provide it.  If he could 
help you, he would, regardless of inconvenience to 
himself. The memory everyone who knew him as is 
Sean bursting through the door, backpack dangling, 
a big smile on his face, and an amusing story to tell….
  - by Holly Taylor and Hugh MacArthur
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A Note From The President
We are almost 50 days away from our 30th Reunion! 
Our Reunion Committee has done an excellent job 
of encouraging over 200 classmates to return to Ha-
nover. Thanks to all who are giving their time to cre-
ate a special weekend for our class. From mailings, 
to mini-reunions to Facebook postings, connections 
with our classmates are growing stronger each year. 

For those of you who received this letter via snail 
mail, we have been sending most of our newsletters 
electronically. Please consider providing the college 
your email address so you don’t miss any class news. 
You can set “preferences” for that address to receive 
only newsletters and class mailings. 

Call Alumni Relations at (603) 646-2258 or by going to 
http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/connect/ find-alumni. 

I’m looking forward to seeing as many of you as pos-
sible in June. Our 30th reunion promises to be an 
awesome time put together especially for you. Join 
us for laughter, hugs, and memories. Encourage your 
friends to attend. 

See you at the tent! 

Tracey Salmon-Smith
President of the Great Class of 1987
tssmith_us@yahoo.com

Dear Fellow ‘87s:  

The Bartlett Tower Society, Dartmouth’s legacy society, 
celebrates the foresight and generosity of those who have included 

Dartmouth College in their long-term financial plans. 
In honor of our upcoming 30th reunion in June, please consider becoming a 

member of the Bartlett Tower Society. 
 

The Easiest and Most Popular Ways to become a Bartlett Tower Society Member 

Retirement 
Account 

✓ No minimum; leave a percentage or specific dollar amount 
✓ Easy to do; can often be done online in a matter of minutes 
✓ Maintain the ability to alter your gift, should your circumstances 

change 
✓ Benefit a specific program, create a permanent endowment, or 

support the highest priorities at the time 
✓ Assets are removed from estate for federal estate tax purposes 
✓ Name Trustees of Dartmouth College as a primary beneficiary 

Life Insurance 
Policy 

 
Will 

A simple, flexible and tax-efficient way to give to your favorite charities: 

Dartmouth 
Donor Advised 

Fund 

✓ Minimum gift of $250,000 – donor receives an upfront tax deduction 
✓ Simplify management of your charitable giving 
✓ No fees 
✓ Invested in the total return pool of Dartmouth’s endowment  
✓ 5% or more of the fund’s market value is distributed annually – 50% 

to Dartmouth, with the remainder available to other 501(c)(3) 
charities and/or to Dartmouth as designated by the donor 

✓ Incur no capital gains tax on appreciated assets  
For a personal, confidential, and non-binding consultation contact 

Dartmouth’s Gift Planning staff at 800-451-4067 or Gift.Planning@Dartmouth.edu. 

 

Bartlett Tower Society 
Membership Benefits 

• Leaving a permanent legacy to Dartmouth 
• Annual listing in Dartmouth Alumni Magazine 

Honor Roll 
• Respect among peers 
• Gratitude in perpetuity 
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Many Paths, Many Passions
Come Home for 30th Reunions

Our 30th Reunion is just around the corner, June 15-
June 18. Already 200 classmates have signed up 
and we have 350 people coming! 

Want to know who is IN? Click the “Who’s Coming” 
button on the Reunion Registration page: 

http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/reunions/1987

There, you can register and add your name to that 
list! You will also find information on dorm registra-
tion and other housing options, the kids’ program 
and childcare, as well as our jam-packed schedule of 
events.

Regular Registration runs through May 15, after 
that the price goes up! Also, after that you won’t be 
able to get the cool ’87 souvenir shell vest, owing to 
the vendor deadline.

In honor of our many passions, we’ve organized ten-
nis, running, canoeing, yoga, golf, and bike rentals. 

We will also have an ’87 reception at the Hood Down-
town with a wine tasting, a pickup/take turns 87 mu-
sic jam session, performances by the Ujima Dance 
Troupe and the Gospel Choir, and, of course, a craft 
beer tasting.

We will also have plenty of hang time to reconnect 
in our tent, which we’ve jazzed up with a pool table, 
foosball, comfy seating areas, and a high-top bar. 

This is the last ’87-only Reunion until our 50th! So 
come back and connect with friends old and new.

Again, register now because the price goes up on 
May 16th!

Looking forward to seeing you in June!

Sarah and Anne, Reunion Co-Chairs
Laura and Allison, Communication Co-Chairs
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‘87th Night Mini-Reunions Build Excitement for 
Our 30th Reunion in Hanover!

Groups of ‘87s have gotten together and will contin-
ue to get together all around the country this March 
and April around the ‘87th night of the year. Thirteen 
classmates have stepped up to host these events and 
all have had great attendance.  Check out all photos 
and comments on our class of 1987 Facebook page!

The following events have occurred by early April:

Fairfield Cty/Westchester, NY - hosted by Sarah 
Woodberry (with ‘88s)
Hanover - hosted by Christen O’Connor - with ‘87 
children at Dartmouth in attendance
Park City - hosted by Shana Hopperstead
Providence, RI - hosted by Laurie Lopes
San Francisco - hosted by Laura Gasser
Philadelphia - hosted by Brian Foley

Coming later in April (with pictures to follow in the 
next newsletter and on the class Facebook page) are:

NYC Metro/Tri-State - hosted by Tim Bixby
Boston - hosted by Al Dekin and Mike Sullivan
Los Angeles - hosted by Pam Haering, Brian Vener-
able and Anne-Marie Valencia
Minneapolis - hosted by Scott Rusert
Wash DC/Maryland/Virginia - hosted by Jon Winslow
Hartford - hosted by Liz Spear Deakin
Denver - hosted by Lauren Arnold

As a reminder, anyone can host a mini-reunion at 
any time - you just must invite all ‘87s in your area. If 
interested in hosting, contact mini-reunion chair Liz 
Spear Deakin at lizdeakin@comcast.net.

Dartmouth ‘87 Mini Reunion at Cafe Zupas in Park City, UT, on April Fools Day 4/1/17!!! Glad to have three 
‘87s in attendance: Jeff Lee, Debbi Jayne Seaver, and Shana Hopperstead. Shana’s husband and daughter 
(Ross and Jessica DiCaprio) and Debbi’s friend, Keith, also joined. So great to catch up with everyone! The Big 
Green is alive and well in Park City! Happy 30th reunion this year, Class of 1987! Debbie plans on attending, 
Jeff is a maybe, and Shana is unable to attend due to her daughter graduating high school. Safe travels to all 
that are going! — with Jessica DiCaprio, Ross DiCaprio, Jeff Lee, Debbi Jayne Seaver and Keith.

Park City, UT  Mini-Reunion
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It’s official:  the San Francisco Bay Area gang had one 
of our best mini-reunions ever!  In attendance at our 
annual dinner on April 6 were host Laura Gasser, 
Lydia Magavern Shrestha, Nancy Davis Lewis, Ken 
Hittleman, Steve Slanec, Alex Cuthbert, Stevie 
Losee, Clare Killeen, Evan Marquit, Amy Baker, Di-
ane DeLuca Gabianelli, and Steve Getsiv (in SF on 
business from Portland, Oregon). 
 
Clare had the brilliant idea of going around the table 
with everyone answering a few key questions, decid-
ed on by the group:  your name (!), what you’re up 
to, a class you took freshman fall, and a book you’ve 
recently read or are now reading.  We learned that:
-- Evan is the first person Amy remembers meeting 
freshman fall;
-- Laura and Evan passed notes under the table to 
each other in their freshman fall Linguistics seminar;
-- Nancy is writing a screenplay (in her “free time”);
-- Stevie is writing a book (also in her “free time”);
-- Steve S works on movies as a supervising sound 

editor (check out “Kong: Skull Island” and “Finding 
Dory”!);  
-- Clare is a World War II history buff;
-- Lydia’s knowledge of Nepalese comes in handy in 
her work as a pediatrician in an international clinic;
-- Steve G’s knowledge of Portuguese comes in 
handy as he visits Amazonian saw mills in his work in 
the lumber industry;
-- Alex (who hasn’t been to a mini-reunion in over 10 
years!) purposely chose an “easy” Freshmen Trip in an 
effort to meet “cute women” but instead ended up 
with all guys; and
-- Ken still has his original, Dartmouth-era Mac but 
has no idea if it still works.  (Diane was off the hook 
because she had to leave early to catch her ferry 
home.) 
 
We closed down the restaurant, and a bunch of us 
were able to say “see you at reunion in Hanover in 
June!” rather than good-bye.  Hope to see many of 
you there too!                - by Laura Gasser

San Francisco Mini-Reunion

San Francisco Mini-Reunion, closing down the restaurant! (Clockwise, from the top left) 1) Lydia, Nancy, 
Ken, Steve S, Laura, Alex, Stevie, Clare, Evan, Amy, Steve G (not pictured: Diane, who had to leave early.) 
2) Lydia, Diane, Stevie, and Nancy. 3) Clare, Evan, Alex, Amy, and Steve S. 4) Amy, Steve G, and Laura. 
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Hanover Mini-Reunion
The Hanover Mini-Reunion was great! The only down-
side was the spring snowstorm on Friday which kept 
away a number of 87s who had planned to drive in -- we 
ended up with a foot of snow that night.  But we had 
a good student turnout and it was really fun.  The stu-
dents really seemed to enjoy it -- I think this has great 
potential for other classes in our age range to do similar 
events.

Clockwise from left:  1) was our check-in table with the 
name tags I made using Freshman book photos.  I also 
had our yearbook, our 25th reunion yearbook, and a few 
copies of the 87 Freshman book. They kids loved look-
ing through the freshman book, they wished they’d had 
something similar, though they were a little creeped out 
that you could find out everybody’s dorm room num-
ber and home address.  Unfortunately, most of the 87s 
didn’t make it due to weather, it was just Meg Crone 
Ramsden, Holly Taylor, Ross Jones and myself.  But al-
most all of our students were there, and a couple came 
who we didn’t expect.
2) Ross Jones ‘87 with his son, Erik ‘20, Elizabeth Gar-
lick (daughter of Xan Garlick ‘87) and their friend Alex.
3) Nick and Peter Pellett, both 20s, twin sons of Su-
sie Olson Pellett ‘87.  In the front is Charlie Blatt ‘18, 
daughter of Jeff Blatt ‘87 and Erin Foster ‘87, their 
friend Audrey, and Tara Burchmore ‘19, daughter of 
Shannon Finnegan ‘87. 
4) Andrew Deakin, son of Liz Spear Deakin, with Meg 
Ramsden ‘87 and Holly Taylor ‘87
          - by Christen O’Connor
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Huge Turnout for Our ‘87 Virtual Reunion
In just over 24 hours, (well, okay, more like a few days...) our 
‘87 Virtual Reunion broke all kinds of records for our class.
 
- 100+ CLASSMATES PARTICIPATED
- 15 COUNTRIES REPRESENTED

Our class has indeed roamed around the girdled earth, as 
we heard from Munich, Mumbai, Mont St. Michel, Moscow, 
and McNutt Hall. Even Texas checked in! You all are doing so 
many cool things: Archery, organic farming, beer brewing, 
teaching, skiing, and so much more. We seem to love dogs 
and llamas. (Just one cat came to Virtual Reunions.) It’s not 
too late to join the virtual fun, as people keep posting dis-
patches and updates. We still work on the D-plan after all.

Our Facebook Group, “Dartmouth1987” has grown to  370 
members. This is a closed group, just for our classmates. If 
you haven’t joined us, please hop on. It’s amazing to see 
that after the many different paths we’ve chosen, we are 
still connected after 30 years.

Class of 1987
Virtual Reunion
March 28, 2017

Phinally Philly! After several years hiatus, a Philadel-
phia mini-reunion took place (ok, it was in the ‘burbs) 
last night. A small but lively group! A great time and 
we promised to start a tradition! From right to left: 

Kerry Mullett Strom, Mary Felley, Gwen Pear-
son Noone, Tina Uhlrich Peters, Brian Foley, Bob 
Noone ‘89 (adopted ‘87 for the evening). Thanks to 
Brian for taking the initiative to organize our outing!

Philadelphia Mini-Reunion
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While the Mt Moosilauke hike and overnight at the 
Ravine Lodge has been the traditional kick off of ‘87 
Reunions, we are very sorry that we are unable to 
offer it this year. The old lodge has been complete-
ly torn down and the area--including the parking lot 
and most of Ravine Road--is now a construction site 
closed to all foot traffic.

There is a new access set up to the trails from the main 
road, though this adds just under a mile to the hike, 
each way. However, due to construction, there are no 

facilities or services offered at Moosilauke: no food, 
no restrooms, no water, and no one at the lodge site 
to call for help if you have an emergency on the trail.

If you would like to visit Mt Moosilauke on your own, 
please check in with the DOC Office in Robinson Hall 
before setting out to get the latest update on access 
and conditions. The DOC can also recommend other 
favorite local hikes like Mt. Cube, Holt’s Ledge, and 
Smart’s Mountain. Stop into 112-118 Robinson Hall 
or call (603) 646-2428.

No Moosilauke Hike or Overnight

Los Angeles Mini-Reunion

Pam Haering, Steve Salem and Shay Hol-
land met on the glamorous rooftop restau-
rant Perch, in downtown LA. They decided 
Steve was the only one among us who would 
be doing any Spartan strength and endurance 
races in Boston the Sunday after Reunions! No 
guts, no glory but still Green for us all. Steve 
and Pam are both headed to Hanover for Re-
unions. Here’s hoping they were able to con-
vince Shay to make the trip! 
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Fun night with Laurie Lopes, Bill DeWitt and Melissa Duarte Phillips at Not Yor Average Joe’s in Seekonk, 
MA. Sarah Rosenfield Worley had a work conflict, but she was with us in spirit, as was Harold Ambler who 
messaged us while we were at dinner.

Providence, RI Mini-Reunion

“The Great Dogs of 1987”
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Fairfield, CT Mini-Reunion

We had a fun, impromptu gathering of ‘87s in Darien with a few other alums from other classes. Left to right: 
John Steele, Chris Matonis, Nigel Ekern, Bethamy Aranow, Scott Sodakoff and Sarah Woodberry.

Seeking Yogi or Yogini
We are looking for a certified yoga instructor to 
lead a class on Friday morning of Reunion. If you 
are interested in volunteering, please contact Deb 
Marchiony at: deb@marchiony.com

Runners Wanted to Lead the Pack
We are looking for a couple more runners to help 
lead our group runs on Fri or Sat am. We aim to of-
fer slower and faster paces, so you don’t have to 
be a sprinter ... just someone who is enthusiastic 
about running. Please contact Deb Marchiony at: 
deb@marchiony.com

Remembering Our Classmates
We have unfortunately lost too many classmates over the last 30 years. During our reunion, all are wel-
come to attend a Memorial Service honoring all of our deceased classmates, including those we’ve lost 
since our 25th reunion: Brian Brady, Mark Fisk, Douglas Green, Sean Kersey and Andy Muir. 

The service will also honor the memory of spouses, children, parents, siblings and other loved ones. A 
Dartmouth Gospel Choir alumni ensemble will share special music. Please contact Crystal Crawford at 
ccrawfordesq@usa.net for more information. The Still North remembers our loved ones. 
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From Kristina Kohler:  My husband is German, his name is Bernd Ulrich Dwertmann. We met dancing in 
an iconic location in Berlin called Clärchens Jan 2014. We got engaged 1.5 yrs later on my 50th bday atop a 
mountain in Switzerland (July 2015) and the first to find about our engagement were Maria Hudnut and 
Charlie Matt as they both happen to be living in Switzerland. One year later, we celebrated our wedding in 
Berlin -- civil ceremony took place in an old windmill, the church wedding in the Schlosskirche Köpenick and 
the post-celebration took place along the Dahme River at our rowing club -- it was a perfect day made special 
by the wonderful friends and family who had come from the States and Europe. Looking forward to our re-
union!   Pictures: Left: Christopher Locher, (a friend,) and Cory Mann ‘87 . Right: Urs Isenring (Maria’s husband), 
Maria (Dalton) Hudnut ‘87, Bernd Ulrich Dwertmann (my husband), Kristina Kohler ‘87, Jill (Rosenstock) 
Gable ‘87, Charlie Matt ‘87

Class Notes

From Stephanie Mullins-Wine: After a montessori morning observing one of my 4-year-old twins at school 
in Chicago, I went to work at my office in Evanston, and then to a beautiful reception in the night sky with 
President Hanlon. (A mini-reunion with Sharon Flanagan and Eileen Brown!) We went to Disney a couple 
weeks ago and met “the beast.” Magical! I look forward to seeing you all at reunion in June!!

Pam Metzger featured on 60 Minutes!
On April 16, “60 Minutes” on CBS examines New Orleans’ overbur-
dened and underfunded public defender system. Among the experts 
interviewed is our classmate, Tulane Law Professor Pam Metzger, who 
has long worked to improve the delivery of public defense services. 
Metzger, the Robert A. Ainsworth Professor in the Courts, is a nation-
ally recognized Sixth Amendment and ethics scholar and a former di-
rector of the Tulane Law School Criminal Law Clinic. Well done, Pam!
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Way Back When...



Dartmouth1987 
The G

reat Class of 1987 - - M
ay 2017

www.facebook.com/Dartmouth1987www.dartmouth87.org
13

Head out with ‘87s for a shotgun start round of golf, either in prearranged foursomes or we’ll pair you with 
other classmates. 18-hole or 9-hole options. Friday, June 16 at 1:30pm. Rates: $65 adult greens fees includ-
ing cart; $30 juniors including cart; $30 club rentals. 
Advance reservations required, please contact sarah.a.woodberry.87@dartmouth.edu.

Golf at the Hanover Country Club

Heads up that Omer & Bob’s is now in Lebanon—
end of an era. There is no longer any bike shop in Ha-
nover. Gasp. However, your Reunion Committee has 
come up with a workaround.

We’ve arranged for Omer & Bob’s to deliver for free 
any bikes that you rent in advance. They will drop off 
bikes (with locks) near the class tent by 10am on Sat-
urday morning.  They will pick up bikes at 3:30pm on 
Saturday afternoon. no pickup on Sunday, as Omer 
& Bob’s is closed. However, they are open to work-
ing out a late pickup of a locked bike at a designat-

ed spot with individual customers.  Daily rentals are: 
$45 for mountain bike, $40 for road bike, $25 for a 
hybrid, and $25 for kid’s bikes. No delivery charge, as 
the class is covering that. Classmates are responsible 
for the cost of the bike rental, any late fees and any 
damage to the bike.

Call Omer & Bob’s to reserve your bike in advance: 
603.448.3522. Specify that you are with the Class 
of 1987 group. There will be no bike rentals at the 
tent. Just a daily drop-off and pickup of pre-rented 
bikes.

Saturday Bike Rentals

Reunion Activities: Reservations Required
Our 30th Reunion Committee has planned activities that will fill your every waking hour in Hanover. Check 
out the schedule at http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/reunions/1987! Here are two special items that require 
advance reservations. Questions? Contact Sarah Woodberry at sarah.a.woodberry.87@dartmouth.edu.  
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Meet the incredible classmates who are spearheading our 30th 
Reunion in June! It is a crazy, fun and incredibly organized bunch! 
Want to help? Contact Sarah Woodberry or Anne Kubik! 
Co-Chairs: Anne Kubik (ackubik@mac.com) and 
Sarah Woodberry (sarah.a.woodberry.87@dartmouth.edu)

Activities
 Debbie Marchiony
 deb@marchiony.com

Beverages
 Liz Spear Deakin
 lizdeakin@comcast.net

 Pam Haering
 haeringp@yahoo.com

 Jennifer Lane Hamlin
 jennhamlin2@gmail.com

Catering
 Margaret Carter Farinella
 Margaret.e.farinella@gmail.com

 Tracey Salmon-Smith
 tssmith_us@yahoo.com
 

Communications
 Laura Gasser
 marcklaurag@aol.com

 Allison Bleyler McDonald
 allisonmcd@gmail.com

 

Entertainment
 Ben Moynihan
  benjamin.moynihan.87
 @dartmouth.edu

Memorial Service
 Crystal Crawford
 ccrawfordesq@usa.net

Registration
 Stacey Wolff Savas
 staceysavas@optonline.net 

Reunion Giving
 Karyn Wienski Calcano
 karyn.wienski.calcano.87
 @dartmouth.edu

 Peter Murane
 Peter.Murane@brandjuice.com

Social Media Chair
 John Gannon
 gannon.johnc@gmail.com

Souvenirs
 Kathleen Joyce Kusiak
 kathleen.kusiak@gmail.com

 Joe Voves
 joe@diplomaframe.com

Treasurer
 Brendan Connell
 bdanconnell@gmail.com

Webmaster
 Sharon Grayzel   
 sharon.e.grayzel.87
 @dartmouth.edu

Meet the 30th Reunion Planning Team


